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Challenges of the Transitional Phase
in Syria: Opportunities and Threats in
Security and Economy

WAIEL OLWAN*
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ABSTRACT: Events in northern Syria have accelerated rapidly. The factions that
launched from Idlib to take control of Aleppo and liberate it from the Assad regime found
themselves in Damascus in less than two weeks, having seized most of the areas previ-
ously controlled by the ousted regime, whose president fled the country unexpectedly.
This has created a new reality filled with both opportunities and challenges. This study
examines the key security and economic challenges facing the new Syrian administra-

tion during the transitional phase, which was declared to last three months following the

fall of the Assad regime. It also discusses the threats alongside a wide range of oppor-

tunities that the administration can leverage to address, circumvent, or mitigate these

challenges and their consequences.
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